In Memory of

Private 9999
Thomas Parker

1st Bn., West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's Own) - C Coy
who died on 2nd April 1915, Age 20

Son of William & Esther Parker of Gateforth Road, Hambleton

Remembered with Honour

Ploegsteert Memorial
Berks Cemetery Extension
Hainaut

Belgium

Panels 3/4
(no known grave)
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Friday April 9th 1915

SOLDIER KILLED AT THE FRONT

News has been received at Hambleton of the death of
Private Tom Parker of that village, who was serving with the British
Expeditionary Force in France with the 1st West Yorks. Regiment.

The information was received on Wednesday by Miss Parker the
deceased's sister, and was conveyed in a letter written by Private
Thompson of the same Company.

The writer says:

"As your brother Tom's chum, I think it is my duty to write these few lines
to acquaint you of his sad death. He was killed on Good Friday by a
German sniper, the bullet passing straight through his head. He simply
fell down and died about a quarter of an hour afterwards without
speaking a word, suffering no pain whatever and passing quietly away as if
asleep. 1 and four of his comrades buried him in Houfling cemetery at 7
o'clock the same evening. He was a very good comrade always looking
on the bright side of life, and always singing. We feel his loss very much
and all join in sending you our sympathy. We shall always remember
him as one who did his duty to the last.”



Friday April 16th 1915

THE LATE PRIVATE PARKER

Mrs Parker, mother of Private Tom Parker, of the C Company West
Yorkshire Regiment, whose death occurred on Good Friday as reported in
our last issue, has received the following letter from Capt. W. Tyers C.
Huffam, commanding that Company:

"You will have heard of the death of your son on April 2nd, and | am
writing to say how much we all in C Company sympathise with you in the
loss of a son, who in his early life has sacrificed his all for his home and
country. It will be some consolation for you to know that he died in
action; he was shot in the head whilst in the trench and died almost at
once. We buried him the same evening in a small cemetery behind the
trenches where many of his comrades in the West Yorkshire are laid at
rest; it is in the garden of a French farm, near the Belgian border, and his
grave was afterwards covered with daffodils by his friends. He had a
soldier's funeral as he deserved. I have forwarded some letters which he
had written to his friends. Your son had many friends, and it will be
difficult to fill his place in the Company as well as in the hearts of those
who loved and respected him."

Mrs Parker also received from Lord Kitchener the following note:

The King commands me to assure you of the true sympathy of His Majesty
and the Queen in your sorrow - Kitchener.



